LIFE AND TIMES OF
allowed to present in the ordinary form, without argui that I have lived in vain if it be necessary to enter intc formal vindication of my character and purposes from sv. an imputation. In vain do I bear upon my person endt ing memorials of that contest in which American libei was purchased; in vain have I since periled property, fa ily, life, in defense of the rights and privileges so deai bought; in vain am I now, without a personal aspiratic or the hope of individual advantage, encountering respon bilities and dangers from which, by mere inactivity in re tion to a single point, I might have been exempted, if a serious doubts can be entertained as to the purity of i purposes and motives."
The paragraph in this long quotation in regard to i memorials he bore on his person in the American Revo! tion, manifestly had reference to an incident in his life tl in all my reading I have never found him to mention t once before this. That incident was a severe blow inflid on his head by a British officer because he refused to bis his boots when a mere boy, the consequence being impr onment in jail for many months. The only other c; where I have found in all his life that he referred to this w one time when he was President and some one of his ei mies made a violent, vituperative, outrageous assault up his character, dishonoring his name as a soldier and a c: zen. At the time he got the information some gentleir were standing by him, including his friend, Frank Blj when he made this single reply to this insult. Taking h< of Blair's hand, he put it up on top of his head and sa: "Blair, put your hand there, and feel the scar that I h? carried from boyhood and shall carry to my grave as mark of having had something to do with the Amerk Revolution." Blair put his hand on top of his head wh> the great gash still remained so he could lay his finger in
He continued:  "If I had been ambitious, I should -ruf their choice.
